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SEATTLE, WASHI NGTON, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2012
-- 00 Oo00 --

MAYOR M KE MA@ NN. M ke MG nn.

First of all, | just want to thank the
agencies for giving this opportunity for the public to
be heard.

And |''m standing here joined by four city
council nmenbers, and in fact all nine city council
menbers and | have signed a letter which contains the
witten testinony regarding the scoping we'd |ike you
to take a | ook at.

The fact is that these trains, 18 potenti al
trains, a mle long each, will go fromone end of our
community to the other, through our industrial areas,
next to our waterfront, and past residences as well.

We have very serious questions regarding the
effect on commuters, effect on freight traffic, effect
on public safety; our energency responders who nust go
fromone side of the tracks to the others. How w |
it affect our transit system The very significant
heal t h questions raised around coal dust in the
communities that are next to it. The effects on water
quality and habitat. And of course the chall enges
that are faced by increasing global warm ng pollution,

whi ch has affects here locally in the state of
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Washi ngt on.

In order to get a better understandi ng of
this issue, we comm ssioned a study, SDOT, our | ocal
Departnent of Transportation, conm ssioned a study
fromParanetrix to look at the traffic inpacts
|l ocally. The findings indicated that it woul d
significantly increase del ays near Belltown and in
Sodo at our at-grade crossings. That railroad
crossing gates will be down an additional one to three
hours each day.

That | evel of traffic inpact now raises
guestions about econom c inpacts |ocally caused by
this, so we have conm ssioned an econom c i npact study
as well.

Qur study of our |ocal inpacts, and we have
the resources locally to comm ssion these studies, are
a window into the types of inpacts locally that wl]l
occur in conmunities the length of the state of
Washi ngton fromeast to west, fromnorth to south. W
bel i eve you need to take a close | ook at all of these.

It i1s our urging that you take a | ook at all
of the areas near the proposed train route and be as
conpr ehensi ve as possi bl e in understandi ng those
| mpacts.

Thank you.
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